BELIEVE – THAT YOU MAY HAVE LIFE
2.  Establish the Object of Belief
Scripture:
John 1:19-2:25
Theme:
Life-giving belief must overcome preconceived perspectives.
INTRODUCTION

Out of the vast amount of historical experiences in the life of Jesus, the Apostle John carefully chose his material for a specific purpose.  “These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ (Messiah), the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.” (John 20:31)  
In the prologue (John 1:1-18) John simply, yet profoundly, introduces his readers to the object of life-giving belief.  The creator-God of this universe has made himself known in time, space and history.  God has communicated verbally to His chosen people Israel, through His laws and prophets, but now that Word, that expression of Himself, has taken place in and through a person:  Jesus the Christ.  John wants his readers to grasp the fact that, by believing in and receiving Jesus, a personal relationship with God is established and He enables us to experience new life – a spiritual, abundant and eternal life – as a present reality.
Having presented the object of belief, John sets out to establish the validity of this claim concerning the identity of Jesus.  In this section, John 1:19-2:25, the word now moves us from the broad sweep of the prologue straight into the historical narrative.  The Apostle helps us to see Jesus through the eyes and experiences of those who came to know Jesus.  John the Baptist links believing in Jesus to the promised Old Testament savior of Israel.  Then we are introduced to four more men who began their journey of believing (or faith) as seekers.
As you read these accounts, not that as seekers they all had preconceived ideas of what God was like and how He should act.  But, it doesn’t take long in John’s gospel for us to discover that Jesus doesn’t completely fit the preconceived ideas of people.  “Come and see,” is Christ’s invitation to seekers who question what to believe about Jesus.

In Chapter two John points to the first of seven signs or miracles Jesus executes that substantiate who He is, why He came, and demonstrates the impact on people who believe in Him.  At the wedding in Cana, Jesus sustained the joy of the occasion by turning water into wine.  The miracle was a sign that pointed to His glory, but also to the type of life which He approved.  Later in the chapter there is a type of belief system and life of which Jesus disapproved.

I.  Belief Has It Old Testament Roots
John 1:19-34
1. Prior to Jesus’ ministry, who bore witness to Him and what do you know about him?      Jn.1:19; Lu 1:5-25; 57-80; 3:4-20
2. Why did the religious leaders ask John if he was Elijah or the Prophet?  Jn. 1:20-23;  Mal 4:5-6; Deut. 18:15-18
· What did Jesus later say about John the Baptist?  Matt. 17:10-13
3. How did John the Baptist view himself and Jesus?  Jn. 1:23, 26
4. When John sees Jesus approaching him, how does He introduce Him?  Jn. 1:29-30 

· What is the O. T. significance of this title?  Ex. 12:3-14; Isa. 53:4-6, 10-11  
· What did John the Baptist mean when he said “He (Jesus) existed before me?”             Jn. 1:15, 30

5. What is the witness John bore to Jesus?  Jn. 1:32, 34

6. According to John 1:6-8, John’s purpose was to “bear witness to the light” that radiated in and through Jesus.  Why do you suppose that John later questioned Jesus ministry?   Matt. 11:2-6 (compare with Matt. 14:3-4)

7. Why do you think Jesus wanted to be baptized by John?  How is John’s baptism different from that of Jesus? (or in the Christian church)  Matt. 3:13-17; Acts 19:2-5; Acts 2:38-39; I Cor. 12:12-13

II.  Belief Overcome Preconceptions
John 1:35-42
1. How does John the Baptist introduce Jesus to his disciples?  Jn. 1:35-36
· From verse 38, what motivated John’s disciples to follow Jesus?
2. What conclusion did Andrew come to that stirred him to tell his brother about Jesus?        Jn. 1:40-41
· What did you do with Jesus after you discovered who He really was?

3. What is the significance of changing Cephas’ name to Peter?  Jn. 1:42
4. Reread John 1:19051 and list the names given to Jesus in this passage.
· What do you suppose is the Apostle John’s intent in this?

5. Who did Jesus call to follow Him and what did He have in common with Andrew and Peter?  Jn. 1:43-44

· What insight about Jesus excites Phillip?  Jn. 1:45

6. With who did Philip share his new found discovery and what impression do you get of him?  Jn. 1:45-46

· What preconceived ideas did Nathaniel have to overcome about Jesus?

7. What finally brought Nathaniel to believe in Jesus?  Jn. 1:48-51

· What did he believe about Jesus? 

8. What does this experience with Nathaniel teach us about dealing with people who have doubts?  What can be said to them?

III.  Belief and Obedience Bring Joy to Living
John 2:1-11
1. From this lesson’s introduction, review the purpose of this miracle (sign).  Jn. 1:11
2.
What was the setting or circumstance that let to this sign?  Jn 2:1-3
· Given the importance of social customs of the time, why was this a critical issue?
3. How do you understand the dialogue between Jesus and His mother?  Jn. 2:3-4
· To understand Jesus’ reference to ‘my time’ or ‘my hour’ has not yet come, look up the following references in Jn. 7:30; 8:20; 12:23-24; 27; 16:32;17:1

· What possible connection could there be between Mary’s request for wine and Jesus’ remark?  Reflect on the meaning of the Lord’s Supper?  Matt. 26:26-29

4. What are Mary’s instructions to the servants?  Jn. 2:5

5. Verse 6 mentions “six water pots of stone, after the manner of purifying the Jews.”  What deeper spiritual significance does this miracle point to?  Deut. 5:22; Ezek. 36:24-27; Mk. 2:22

6. Why do the disciples believe?  Jn. 2:11

IV.  Belief Impacts Distorted Customs
John 2:12-25
Belief that Jesus approves bring joy and wholeness in life.  The type of belief that brings bondage and enslavement Jesus confronts.  

1. What is significant about the time or season Jesus came to Jerusalem?    Jn. 2:13;         Ex. 12:11-14; 23-24
2. Why were sellers and money changers needed at the temple?   Jn 2:14
3. How is Jesus challenged?
4. When asked for a ‘sign’, how does Jesus respond?  Can you tie this to John’s commentary?  Jn. 2:21-24
5. How did many people respond to Jesus when they saw His ‘signs’?  Jn. 2:23-25
· How is the belief of the disciples – following Jesus’ sign – different from the people described in John 2:24-23?  Why?  

APPLICATION
What key lessons have you learned about what it means to have a belief in Jesus?
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